2 gallery

adcC

GABRIEL McINTOSH

Birdsong Over Roaring Train
September 26 - October 10, 2008

There is an alley in Chicago’s Kedzie Industrial Corridor. The alley rests between a wall
protecting the train tracks and a factory. Wide enough to fit a small truck, this one block long
sliver of land is unpaved, muddy when wet, dusty when dry, and full of garbage and vegetation. 1
walk by this alley every day on my way to work. It reminds me of the back streets I've seen in
small Latin American villages. | can almost see stray dogs and children with dirty faces picking
through the trash. On closer investigation | see prolific plant life growing out of the crumbling
walls and flowers blossoming among old tires and discarded television sets.

This place exhibits two intriguing contrasts. The first is between humanity’s forgotten built
environment and the natural environment. The photographs capture this transition with the light,
colors, and textures of growing nature and deteriorating edifices — purple blossoming flowers next
to a soggy pair of faded blue jeans, green weeds creeping out of colorful graffiti brick walls, brown
dead plants erect in front of flaking tan cement. The vegetation indifferently defies the perceived
ugliness of human waste. The photographs, void of humans but not of their remnants, present
both an obvious dissonance and unexpected harmony between the beautiful nature and the
detritus of human existence. The second contrast is a seemingly “undeveloped world” scene in a
“developed world” city. In this subtext the viewer must realize that these photographs exist, not in
a developing country, but in a back alley of a modern metropolis.

Watching this alley, that which humans fail to maintain, being taken over by plants illuminated the
idea a whole city could disappear in the miasma of vegetation. |thought of Angkor Wat, Cahokia,
and Tikal. This lead to a trip to Guatemala and the great Mayan city in the middle of the jungle:
Tikal. Tikal, where tall buildings are covered with large trees and soil and look more like large
hills and the tops of temples can be scene in the distance through an opening in the thick foliage
of the Guatemalan jungle. This is the alley in Chicago on a large scale. These black and white
photographs, though taken recently, feel rustic and give the viewer the sense that they are seeing
the lost city in an old National Geographic.

By putting very vivid and contemporary photographs of a forgotten, overgrown alley in a small
corner of a modern metropolis next to black and white images of an ancient ruined city, the
viewer can just barely create see an image of the future.
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Bird Flying Through Mayan Ruin
GM-HD15
pigment inkjet on bamboo paper
24" x 34" (edition of 5)
$950 Framed/$800 unframed
13" x 19” (edition of 5)
$375 unframed
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Budding Flowers in Front of Graffiti Door
GM-HDO3

pigment inkjet on bamboo paper

13" x 19” (edition of 5)

$525 Framed/$375 unframed
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Graffiti & Weeds 1
GM-HDO1

pigment inkjet on bamboo paper
24" x 34" (edition of 5)

$950 Framed/$800 unframed
13" x 19" (edition of 5)

$375 unframed
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Graffiti & Weeds 2
GM-HD13
pigment inkjet on bamboo paper
24" x 34" (edition of 5)

$950 Framed/$800 unframed
13" x 19” (edition of 5)

$375 unframed
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Mayan Temple Rising Out of the Jungle
GM-HD18

pigment inkjet on bamboo paper

13" x 19” (edition of 5)

$525 Framed/$375 unframed
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Dead Weed in Front of Concrete Wall
GM-HD15

pigment inkjet on bamboo paper

13" x 19” (edition of 5)

$525 Framed/$375 unframed
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Tip of the Temple Sticking Out
GM-HD17

pigment inkjet on bamboo paper
24" x 34" (edition of 5)

$950 Framed/$800 unframed
13" x 19” (edition of 5)

$375 unframed
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Yellow Flower & Concrete
GM-HDO06

pigment inkjet on bamboo paper
13" x 19” (edition of 5)

$525 Framed/$375 unframed
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Sunlight through Mayan Temple
GM-HD20

pigment inkjet on bamboo paper
13" x 19” (edition of 5)

$525 Framed/$375 unframed
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Beatle and Door

GM-HD14

pigment inkjet on bamboo paper
13" x 19” (edition of 5)

$525 Framed/$375 unframed
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Flowers & Old Jeans

GM-HDO04

pigment inkjet on bamboo paper
13" x 19” (edition of 5)

$525 Framed/$375 unframed
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Mayan Temple Through the Jungle
GM-HD16

pigment inkjet on bamboo paper
24" x 34" (edition of 5)

$950 Framed/$800 unframed

13" x 19” (edition of 5)

$375 unframed
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Flower Explosion and Empty Spray Can
GM-HD12

pigment inkjet on bamboo paper

13" x 19” (edition of 5)

$525 Framed/$375 unframed
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Flower Explosion and Litter
GM-HDO02

pigment inkjet on bamboo paper
13" x 19” (edition of 5)

$525 Framed/$375 unframed
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Covered Mayan Temple
GM-HD21

pigment inkjet on bamboo paper
13" x 19” (edition of 5)

$525 Framed/$375 unframed
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Dripping Flower

GM-HD11

pigment inkjet on bamboo paper
24" x 34" (edition of 5)

$950 Framed/$800 unframed
13" x 19” (edition of 5)

$375 unframed
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Flower Burst

GM-HDO05

pigment inkjet on bamboo paper
24" x 34" (edition of 5)

$950 Framed/$800 unframed
13" x 19” (edition of 5)

$375 unframed
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Mayan Temple

GM-HD22

pigment inkjet on bamboo paper
24" x 34" (edition of 5)

$950 Framed/$800 unframed
13" x 19” (edition of 5)

$375 unframed
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Dandelions on Graffiti
GM-HDO7

pigment inkjet on bamboo paper
24" x 34" (edition of 5)

$950 Framed/$800 unframed
13" x 19” (edition of 5)

$375 unframed
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Thistle & Graffiti

GM-HDO09

pigment inkjet on bamboo paper
13" x 19” (edition of 5)

$525 Framed/$375 unframed
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Mayan Temple in the Distance
GM-HD19

pigment inkjet on bamboo paper
24" x 34" (edition of 5)

$950 Framed/$800 unframed
13" x 19” (edition of 5)

$375 unframed
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Opening Dandelions

GM-HD10

pigment inkjet on bamboo paper
13" x 19” (edition of 5)

$525 Framed/$375 unframed
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Trees in Foggy Grant Park

GM-GPO01

pigment inkjet print

13" x 19” (3 of 20 — last one available)
$700 Framed
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Buckingham Fountain in Fog
GM-GP02

pigment inkjet print

13" x 19” (3 of 20 — last one available)
$700 Framed
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Hall of Trees

GM-GP03

pigment inkjet print

13" x 19” (5 of 20 — last one available)
$700 Framed
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Trees in Foggy Grant Park 2
GM-GP04

pigment inkjet print

13" x 19” (3 of 20 — last one available)
$700 Framed
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